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The President’s View

Dear Friends,

The Chrisholm Farmstead will be an exciting place to be
this spring! Because of your generous donations and
funding from grants, a new restroom facility will be con-
structed in the coming months. Also arriving on the farm
will be a Smithsonian Exhibition entitled, “Between
Fences.” This display is a traveling exhibit exploring how
tightly the fence is entwined with American history, poli-
tics, industry and daily life. 1 hope you will all have a
chance to come and view the exhibit. A great opportunity
to visit will be on May 29" when the Friends of Chrisholm
will host the Augspurger and Friends of Chrisholm Annual
Reunion. The Reunion will be an excellent time to explore
the exhibit, see the improvements to the farm, and meet
with family and friends.

As the new president of the Friends of Chrisholm, I
bring 2 years of experience as Secretary to the Board of
Directors. | am a descendant of the pioneer, Christian
Augspurger and | have been a member of the Friends of
Chrisholm since 2005. Because | have a genuine interest
in the success of the organization, | am hoping to con-
tinue the association’s legacy of excellent leadership. All
of the Board members, both new and experienced, will
strive to preserve, restore and maintain the Farmstead
with all of the resources available to us. We are strength-
ening our bonds with the MetroParks of Butler County in
order to be true partners in this endeavor.

The future of the Chrisholm Historic Farmstead looks
bright!

Laura Konnert
President, Friends of Chrisholm

All.lgsp;gers &
Friends of Chrishelm
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Augspurgers and friends gather on the back porch at the 2009 Reunion.

SAVE THE DATE!!!

The Annual Reunion of the Augspurgers and Friends of
Chrisholm is scheduled for Saturday, May 29, 2010. This year’s
event will be highlighted by “Between Fences,” a traveling
exhibit being offered by the Smithsonian Institute, that is being
hosted by Chrisholm Historic Farmstead from May 11 to June
10, 2010.

The reunion fun will begin at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 29 at
the Chrisholm Farmstead. In addition to the exhibit, an update
on current projects and tours of the Augspurger farmhouse and
barns will be offered. After finishing our catered lunch, we will
have an opportunity to explore the Between Fences Exhibit.

Invitations will be sent out prior to the event. The Friends of
Chrisholm look forward to seeing you at Chrisholm on May
29th! We hope you can join us.

2010 Reunion Committee
Laura Konnert/Jim Schrock (Co-Chairs)

Check Out the Website!
The website is your link to the Between Fences event, and other activities and happenings at Chrisholm Historic Farmstead.

You can still get your copy of 7ransplanted German Farmer and other publications. Order form is on the website.

www.ChrisholmHistoricFarmstead.org

We welcome your comments & suggestions.

Email us at: friendsofchrisholm@yahoo.com




What is a Composting Toilet System?

Composting toilet systems (sometimes called biological
toilets, dry toilets and waterless toilets) contain and control
the composting of excrement and toilet paper. Unlike a
septic system a composting toilet system relies on
unsaturated conditions (material cannot be fully immersed
in water), where aerobic bacteria and fungi break down
wastes, just as they do in a yard waste composter.

Composting is Nature's Way

Every living organism consumes nutrients and creates
waste. To transform waste back to nutrients and complete
this cycle, nature uses the processes of decompostition
and evaporation. As is often the case, nature seems to be
doing business in the best way possible.

Toilet waste is over 90% water content. This can be
evaporated and carried back to the atmosphere through
the vent system. The small amount of remaining material
is recycled into a useful fertilizing soil. Where there is no
sewer system a composting unit provides the right
environmental choice. Composting units are typically
economical, quick to install and easy to use. Because no
chemicals and no septic systems are used, fragile
environments can be protected. A composting unit is an
environmentally healthy choice for recycling human waste.

Odor Free. Composting units ensure an odor free
environment by engineering the air flow within the unit to
maintain a partial vacuum at all times. Air is being drawn
in either by a fan (or on non-electric units by the vent
chimney) over the evaporating chamber and up the vent
stack. Not only does this evaporate excess liquid, but by
continuously pulling air in we ensure no smell escapes
from the unit. Evaporation is assisted on electric units by
a thermostatically controlled heater in a sealed
compartment underneath the evaporating chamber.

This information adapted from the Sun-Mar web
site: www.sun-Mar.com
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Restroom plans reported in local newspaper

Restroom Project Donors (To Date)

Fitton Family Foundation—$10,000
Middletown Community Foundation—$10,000
Duke Energy—$5,000
Butler Rural Electric Community Connection—$2,000

Individual Donations 2007-2009

$1,000—$%$3,499:

Jantzen, Carl & Anne
King, Richard & Cheryl

Levine, Richard & Neil Ann Stuckey

$300—%$999:

Augspurer, Byron & Betty
Augspurger, Carol K.
Augspurger, George L.
Augspurger, J. O. & Elizabeth
Begin, Robert & Gloria
Konnert, Gary & Laura
Lingler, Calvin & Maryann
Muska, Michael & Karen
Page, Doris

Schrock, James & Linda
Schumm, Elbert & Karen
Stinger, Charles & Della

$0—$299:

Alderfer, Edward & Bernadine
Allen, Joe

Alter, Virginia A.

Augspurger, Arden & Donna
Augspurger, Charles E.
Augspurger, David D.
Augspurger, Dr. Harold
Augspurger, Dr. Roger & Betty
Augspurger, R. Dwayne
Augspurger, Lorraine
Augspurger, Quent & Nolya
Augspurger, Rachel
Augspurger, Samuel & Diana
Augspurger, Verlin & Dorothy
Augspurger, William & Phyllis
Augspurger, William & Diane
Ball, Richard

Banks, Patty

Bartels, Steve & Judy
Baughman, William & Barbara
Beckwith, Marguerette
Brown, Pat & Ann

Chadwick, Christopher & Debra
Chase, Catherine Compton
Chase, Helen K.

Compton, John & Marjorie
Compton, Steven & Mary
Conlin, Jim & Beverly
Cooper, Bill & Byer, Carolyn
Cummins, Dale

Ehresman, Geraldine

Eicher, Fred & June

Fisher, Mariana

Fry, Bill & Phoebe

Gilmore, John & June
Gingrich, Don & Pattie
Gingrich, Richard & Olga
Gorman, Michael & Marla

Halen, Carl & Laura
Heinzelman, Henry Jr.
Hinshaw, Lois

Hoelscher, Patricia
Holthouse, Greg & Carol
Holthouse, Marilyn
Hounshell, Debbie
Howell, Bill & JoAnn
Huppi, Glenn & Caroline
Info Tech Training Solutions
Johns, Bill

Johnson, Doug & Paulette
Kallander, Dean & Mary Sue
Kennedy, Anna

Kennel, Robert & Susan
Klink, Kathleen

Koch, Amelia

Krebs, Gene & Janet
Laurdisen, Karl E.
Lehman, Burke & Patricia
Lehman, Jeffrey & Theresa
Luff, Hildegarde

Miller, William & Julia
Myers, David & Susan
Mysonhimer, Robert & Diane
Newman, Don

Osborne, David & Alice
Oyer, V. Gordon

Parrish, Lee & Jackie
Reed, Alyson

Reed, Colin & Esther
Reid, Debra Ann

Rickey, Wayne

Ruder, Melvin & Diane
Salzman, Arthur

Shriver, Phillip & Martha
Simcox, William A.
Sloneker, Kenneth & Joann
Smith, Jack & Rhonda
Smith, Jo Ann

Smith John & Carol Ann
Smith, Tim & Dee Dee
Spielbauer, Ron & Judy
Starr, Joan Augspurger
Stevens, Brian & Emily
Suman, Patsy

Swope, Mrs. Paul
Theobald, Tom & Beverly
Unziker, Ruth

Vizedom, Dale & Alana
Weber, Mary Jane
Wenger, Jackie

Wengler, Carolyn & Ernie
Whalen, John & Karen

Wilson, Eugene & Mary Katherine

Wissing, Tom & Holly

<hank yoy,






Transplanted Farmer Reviewed

With her publication of Transplanted German Farmer, Dr. Neil Ann Stuckey Levine once
again further expands our window to the German-speaking Amish Mennonite world of
centuries past. This rich and detailed resource provides invaluable snapshots of that
world, otherwise inaccessible to those of us unskilled in deciphering the era’s German
script, let alone in the language itself.

V. Gordon Oyer, Illinois Mennonite Heritage Quarterly, Winter 2009 (For the complete text
of the review, go to www.imhgs.org)

Transplanted German Farmer views the experiences of Christian lutzi (1788-1857), a Ger-
man Mennonite who immigrated to America in 1832. Using his own words, it vividly por-
trays the Mennonite farmer experience in the 1800's. Edited and annotated by Neil Ann
Stuckey Levin, author of many works relating to Amish Mennonite history, the book transports the reader into the nineteenth-century
Mennonite world...Levine and her assistants clearly care about the Amish Mennonite heritage, and this book is invaluable in showing

the hardships and successes of both their agricultural work as well as the general lives of Anabaptists in both Europe and America.
Thomas Neufeld, Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage, October, 2009

WOODSDALE'S
STORY

Books available for purchase from
Friends of Chrisholm. An order
form can be downloaded from our
website at:

R MAN www.ChrisholmHistoricFarmstead.org

™ u-.m-—nr-u-— i f‘i

BY
DORIS L. PAGE

Family Snap Shots by James D. Schrock

The faces in this circa 1863 studio photograph of Magdalena Kinsinger (1858-1879) and
Joseph Albert Schrock (1857-1945) have long given me a profound outlook. They
appear to be concerned beyond their ages with Lena taking the reassuring hand of her
first cousin, Joe, of solid height and a year wiser.

Perhaps they could not often see one another since the Kinsingers probably resided in
lllinois while the Schrocks lived in Ohio. Yet they could be taken for brother and sister.
One can wonder what effect the years of the Civil War had upon their tender lives.

The ponderous geographic fences and unrelenting responsibilities (for all except the ill
and the babies) on their homesteads to keep the farms running would have made trips
a rare occasion. Just think of the normal hardships they must have endured with
uncertain roads or trains and the many waterways to pass. It was a far cry from
zooming down today'’s interstate highways on paths guaranteed by Google and AAA. In
this case, the family of Peter Schrock Jr. would have traveled from Butler County, Ohio
to Peoria, lllinois.

Lena and Joe were the great-grandchildren of the noted pioneer and founder of
Chrisholm. And, Joe was my great-grandfather. Lena was the daughter of the Rev.
| Peter Kinsinger (1827-1888) and his first wife, Katherine K. Augspurger (1834-1858).
» Lena married John Meyer on October 31, 1878; and they had a daughter, Sarah
~ Magdalena (1879-1880), born just under 14 months later. Both Lena and John died on
| December 29, 1879; and their daughter died a mere 5 months and 19 days later. One
has to wonder if a common villain, disease or misfortune, shattered this young family.

Cousins Magdalena Kinsinger (1858-1879) and Joseph
Albert Schrock (1857-1945). A studio portrait taken in

Peoria, 11linois. (The backside of the photograph shows that it was produced by “Mills, Photographer,
Over the Philadelphia Store, Cor. Main and Adams Sts., Peoria, I1l.”)




2010 Friends of Chrisholm Donors/Members as of 2/20/10 (Alphabetical Order)

Our mission . .

. to develop the Chrisholm site for the public so as to tell the story of our agricultural heritage and the significance of the Butler County Amish Mennonite settlement.

Visionary Members

Alter, Virginia

Augspurger, Byron & Betty
Augspurger, Carol
Augspurger, Charles E.
Augspurger, Dwayne
Augspurger, George
Augspurger, J.0. & Liz
Augspurger, Quent & Nolya
Augspurger, William & Diane
Bartels, Steve & Judy
Baughman, William & Barbara
Begin, Gloria & Bob

Brown, Pat & Ann
Compton, Steve & Mary
Conlin, Jim & Beverly
Gingrich, Don & Pattie
Gorman, Mike & Marla
Granville, Jon & Linda
Holthouse, Marilyn
Hounshell, Debbie

Howell, Bill & JoAnn
Jantzen, Carl & Anne

Kennedy, Anna

King, Richard

Konnert, Gary & Laura
Lehman, Jeff & Teresa
Levine, Neil Ann Stuckey

Lingler, Calvin & Maryann

Luff, Hildegarde

Miller, William & Julia
Page, Doris

Schrock, James & Linda
Schumm, Elbert & Karen
Smith, Jack & Rhonda
Spielbauer, Ron & Judy
Starr, Joan Augspurger
Stinger, Charles & Jean
Unzicker, Ruth

Weber, Mary Jane
Wenger, Jacqueline
Wilson, Eugene & Mary
Wissing, Tom & Holly

Harvester Members

Augspurger, Arden
Augspurger, Rachel
Ehreshman, Geri

Holthouse, Greg & Carol
Johnson, Doug & Paulette
Mysonhimer, Robert & Diane
Parrish, Jackie

Reid, Debra

Simcox, William

Smith, JoAnn R.

Friend Members

Antenen, Ann
Augspurger, C
Gudeman, Alan K.
Hazelwood, Richard
Peters, Frank & Linda
Riley, Bryant Holly
Schrock, Donald
Shillinglaw, Judy
Shriver, Phillip & Martha
Spence, Rich & Susy

Please let us know, if you have
sent in your membership, but
Yyour name Is not on the list.
We appreciate your continued
support.

Is your name missing from
this list? That means you
have not yet joined for
2010. Please do so today
using the membership
form on the back of this
newsletter. We need you
to be a part of our team!

Our Pledge to You our Members and Donors: We will be good stewards of your gifts. 10026 of your donations go
toward improving the Chrisholm Farmstead and offering educational programs for our visitors.
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o Our website www.ChrisholmHistoricFarmstead.org will keep you updated on additional activities and events '

* that will be taking place during the Festival of Fences & Farms. Be sure to check the website often.

* Send any questions or comments about the Festival of Fences & Farms or other Chrisholm activities to our .\

.\ email address: friendsofchrisholm@yahoo.com.
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Richard Lawton, of Berns Landscaping, meets with Judy Shillinglaw and
Anne Jantzen to discuss plans for improving the back entrance to the Aug-
spurger House. Richard is donating his design service to this project.

The Between Fences Planning Committee, or Fencing Team, meet at Chrisholm




Board of Directors: Laura Konnert, President; Wayne Rickey, Vice-President; Rhonda Smith, Treasurer; Annie Maundrell, Secretary; Carl
Jantzen, Past President; Dale Vizedom, Al Schumm, Anne Jantzen, Julia Ann Miller, Dale Cummins, Richard Hazelwood; Advisory Board
Members: Debra Reid, Stephen Gordon; Honorary Board Members: Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, Doris Page, Don Newman, Richard King;
Photographer: Jim Schrock
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MEMBERSHIP DUES/DONATION

YES! 1/We want to be a contributor-member of the Friends of Chrisholm Historic Farmstead. Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution
for:

Membership (Circle) New or Renewal

Friend—$30 (Basic) Harvester—Up to $100 Visionary $ (above $100)
Membership/Donation Total: $
Name:
Address: City, State, Zip:
Phone: E-mail:

Mail your Membership/ Donation to:
Rhonda Smith-Treasurer, Friends of Chrisholm, PO Box 234, Trenton, OH 45067

We appreciate your support!
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The Friends of Chwisholm, in cooperation withy MetroParks of Butler County, Ohio; will preserve; restore; and maintain the Chrisholm
Historic Farmstead. We endeavor to-develop the site for the general public as awvv exaumple of the sociad and economic growtiv of this
regiow by focusing onw our agricultural heritage as well as the significance of the Amishv Mennonite settlement inthis orea.

NON PROFIT ORG

Friends of Chrisholm
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